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PRICK FIVE CENTS SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 19, 1901. PRICE FIVE CENTS.
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FIGHT WITH A YAK
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talis Good Hunting:."

"Among the Farthest Peorle." Copyrisht by
W. C. J. Reid.

A snowstorm of fearful violence was rag-
ing on the morning after our tiresome jour-
ney from Gajum, accompanied by a pierc-
ing wind blown from across the open plain
to the north. Although we were desirou3
cf reaching Oring-No- r as soon as possible,
we soon saw that immediate progress was
cut of the question, as it would have been
impossible for the yaks, with their heavy
leads, to flounder through the immense
drifts, which obliterated all traces of the
road. In addition many of the Kiangsis
were used up with the journey of the day
before; so, taking all things into' consid-
eration, we decided to wait another day
before attempting further progress.

After preparing to pass a monotonous
day in camp it was a welcome relief, about
9 o'clock, when the head man of the Tan-gu- ts

furtively thrust his head through the
flap of my tent and in excited whispers
informed me that some of his men had dis-coer- ed

traces of several large herds cf
yak in the valley to the north, and were
on the point of tracking them, inviting me
to accompany them. The cold, to be sure,
was piercing, but, setting that at defiance,
and with the keenness of the hunt upon us,
in another half hour we were stumbling
ever the snow-covere- d plain. During the
previous day the thermometer had been
flirting with the zero mark; now it had
fallen 10 degrees below. The snow was
about three feet deep, and, where the layer
below had not hardened, presented numer-
ous pitfalls, so that one was likely by an
Inadvertent step to be suddenly plunged
over his head into a treacherous hole.
But the Tangut trackers had broken a
good trail in front, and at the end of sev-
eral hours we arrived at sloping ground,
where the snow had been blown off and
progress was less impeded. Here a halt
vas made while the trackers ascended tho
hill to see if there were signs of the game.
In a quarter of an hour we descried them
signaling with their hands, and up the
steep slope we clambered, each with the
straps attached to two huge mastiffs fast-
ened to his belt. Soon we came upon the
tracks in the snow which the hunters had
Oiscovered, crossed by other and fresher
ones that must have been made during the
early morning, indicating thereby that some
of the huge beasts were in the immediate
vicinity. Sure enough, as we reached tho
crest of the second hill we saw numer-
ous black specks on the hillside a few
miles off, and, peering through my field-glasse- s,

1 descried about twenty yak feed-
ing in a sheltered amphitheatric hollow to
our right. With a wild shout the Tanguts
started off, hotly followed by the Kiangsis.
Striving to emulate their example, I had
not proceeded twenty feet when I was
brought heavily to the ground by falling
over a huge bowlder. My worst mishaps
were several severe brusises and a slight
wrench to my ankle, but, thinking that the
men would wait for me or slow down at
the first hill, I stopped to attend to my
injuries, releasing the dogs at my belt so
as no: to be encumbered with their frantic
ti'gginf.s.

A SOLITARY BEAST.
Imagine, then, my disgust on resuming

the trail and reaching the hill to see them
just disappearing over the slope a long dis-
tance ahead and apparently unconscious of
my misadventure, rushing along at top
speed. There was apparently no chance of
overtaking them, as my ankle gave me con-

siderable pain, so, turning round, I pro-
ceeded to walk back leisurely to the im-

provised shelter until they should discover
my absence and return.

It was now my turn to be surprised, for,
rounding a little bend In the trail, I had not
gone ten feet when I heard a muflled bel-
low, and almost before I was aware of the
cause of this interruption I saw a large
bull yak, his wicked little eyes gleaming
and snapping and his long horns tossing
threateningly in the air, charging directly
at me. I raised my Männlicher and dis-
charged three shots rapidly at the big
head, but these had apparently no effect.
For a moment the huge beast stood still,
doubtless puzzled at the strange sound of
a gun. But hardly had I time to take
refuge behind a convenient bowlder than
onward he came, bellowing frightfully,
with his head lowered and several thin
streams of blood trickling down his long
mane.

With great agility he stopped short when
he had reached my position and at once
started to chase round the obstruction. Im-
mediately I started on the full run to seek
a more sheltered position behind a larger
bowlder some fifty feet away. Despite his
enormous bulk he was after me in a mo-

ment, and in a second almost, it seemed, I
could hear his hoars breathing at my very
heels. I had just time to throw myself flat
on the ground to one side as he thundered
past, and hastily scrambled to my feet to
make another run for it when he had
turned and once more was charging me.
My hat had fallen to the ground, and to
this the brute first turned his attention.
Then he discovered me behind the bowlder
and commenced to rush around it. With
his savage, blood-sh- ot eyes and long, sharp
horns he looked liKe a demon.

The situation sevned all but hopeless.
My only chance of escape lay In dodging
the infuriated beast around the bowlder
until he should have tired out, as my rifle
had been lost in the fall, and there -- was
little chance of the Tanguts returning for
some time. Again and again he charged
and circled the rock, sometimes coming
against the bowlder with such force as to
fall on his knees, and at other times rush-
ing so rapidly round the obstruction that
his horns almost touched me. How long
the awful game lasted I cannot tell. After
the first excitement an unutterable weari- -

nei took ponaesalon of me, and nothing
but forc of will kept me on my feet. My
tongue teemed to cleave to the roof of my
mouth, my eyes grew misty, my knees
trembled, and a ringing in my ears warned
me that nature was well-nls- h exhauKted.

Th maddened beaat was now almost z.

my heels, but In the midst of my own peril
my heart gave a sudden bound cf hope as
I heard his quick, panting gasps, which
gave warning that he. too. was tiring per-

ceptibly. I did not dftrc look around, for
fear of losing the slight advantage that
I had gained my brain was dizzy from
the constant circular revolutions within a
narrow space. With dogged despair I
circled round the bowlder half a dozen
times more, when I nearly fell to the
ground from fright, as the savage brute,
wearying of the chase, had suddenly
stopped and turned In the other direction",
so that I had almost thrown myself on
his lowered head before I discovered his
presence. By an almost superhuman effort
I leaped to one side, and before he could
turn had leaped over to the other side of
the bowlder. He, evidently, was not de-

sirous of continuing the chase longer, but
stood gazingxat me and bellowing dismally.
I could now see that he was a large bull-ya- k,

old and solitary; evidently he was
half-starve- d, and the great bones showing
clearly beneath the sKin and the blood and
foam-flecke- d head made him an unsightly
object.

For several minutes we stood eyeing
each other curiously, when with a disdain-
ful sniff, as if expressing his disgust with
the whole affair In general, he broke oil
into a lumbering gallop toward tho south.
About twenty yards farther on he disap-
peared from view, presumably rushing up
the narrow ravine between the two low
ranges of hills. The exciting exertion of
the last half-hou- r had about used me up,
and not until I had recovered my breath
did I think of my gun lying a short dis-
tance away. I started forward to find it,
when the satisfaction I had experienced
that I had seen the last of the savage
brute was rudely shattered by his hoarse
bellowing and the unnerving spectacle of
him rushing at me once more with head
lowered. The old rascal doubtless had
been watching my every movement from
the shelter of the tamarisk clumps in the
ravine, with almost human subtleness,
hoping to take me unawares.

I saw In an instant that he was much
nearer to my previous shelter than I was,
and that it would be Impossible to gain it
without being overtaken. I was so sick at
heart that I almost felt like giving up and
letting him do his worst, but nature's first
law, acting through involuntary channels,
urged me on. There was but one thing
left, to summon all my remaining strength
and run for it, relying on chance to find
some shelter where I could withstand his
frantic charges. One thing was in my
favor; the vindictive brute was so intensely
mad with rage and the pain occasioned
by his wounds that in his headlong filghts
he rushed forward blindly, and each time
I was able to swerve to one side before
he could, strike me. At each unsuccessful
charge his anger grew more manifest, and
his snortings and bellowings were almost
incessant.

In this manner, one wild charge following
another, dodging and then running ahead at
full speed before he could recover and turn
for the second, we gradually worked up the
slope for an eighth of a mile. The fact that
I could evade him so easily gave me new
heart, but, to add to my misfortunes, and
seeming as if Fate was determined that I
should be overwhelmed, my injured ankle,
to which up to this time I had given little
attention, began to make itself keenly felt
by sharp pains that almost brought me to
the ground. ' Matters were now growing
desperate. I knew, even by dodging, that
with my injuries I could not keep on muen
longer against the savage beast behind,
who, finding himself baffled at each charge,
had now grown wary and was exercising
more skill at each succeeding rush.

A PERILOUS REFUGE.
I was now running along a high ridge,

which, on one side, fell In an almost per-
pendicular descent to a plain of lower ele-
vation about twenty feet beneath. The yak
was not a dozen yards behind me; there
were no friendly bowlders or other obstruc-
tions within reach, and conditions in gen-
eral were too alarming for comfort. Sud-
denly, looking ahead, I saw that a small
tree shot up from the plain below almost
to the level of the ridge on .which I was
running, only six or seven feet removed.
My heart gave a bound of joy. as I saw that
another tree, which formerly had lain di-

rectly in the path, had been blown down,
so that its top had nestled among the up-
per branches of the other, forming a nat-
ural bridge across the intervening space.
In a last desperate effort I shot ahead,
and, clambering over the slippery trunk,
flung myself Into the branches of the other
tree, and not a moment too soon, for the
infuriated beast almost brushed my clothes
with his horns as he charged past, barely
stopping in time to save himself from fall-
ing headlong over the declivity.

I was now comparatively safe for the mo-
ment, but In a few minutes the perspira-
tion, which had soaked through my clothes,
began to freeze, and I was quaking in every
limb as the icy winds hurtled down from
the snowy summits beyond over my refuge.
At each moment the danger from this
source grew greater and I saw that my po-

sition was not greatly improved. True, I
had escaped the horns of the savage beast
blinking at me from the edge of the cliff,
but what small consolation was gained
from this fact was offset by the unpleasant
assurance that In my present exposed con-

dition the chance of being frozen to death
was not out of the range of possibilities. I
was awakened to a new sense of this dan-
ger by a feeling of delicious drowsiness, and
I had almost fallen out of the tree in an In-

sensible stupor before I could recover my-
self sufficiently to battle against the desire
to give way to this fatal languor.

For several minutes all thought of my
savage assailant had been forgotten, but
now, looking in his direction, I saw him
still standing on the edge of the declivity.
To see me sitting there not ten feet away,
yet out of reach, was becoming too great
a tax on his excited temper. Every few
minutes ho would rush back and then
charge fiercely In my direction as if with
the intention of leaping out boldly and
carrying me down with the fall. But the
distance was too great, and he would stop
on the brink, while each moment I fervent-
ly prayed that he might make a misstep
and be hurled over Into the plain below.

The brilliant thought came to me at that
moment to cut a branch of the tree, attach
my hunting knife to its. end. and. crawling
along the horizontal trunk, to try and stab
him in some vital part. But the knowledge
that I would have to approach within a few
feet and that In his fury he might forget
his previous hesitation and leap out and
carry me down with him banished that plan
as Impracticable. I unhooked my pack and
tossed It on the brink, thinking that he
might be persuaded to charge that disas-
trously, but after sniffing at It cautiously,
with a wicked le-e- r in his little eyes he took
up his watchful vigil again. Placing my
hand to the fide of my head I was startled
to find my ear stiff and leathery to the
touch; It was frozen stiff. My position now
was desperate. There teemed but one en-
dingeither to risk all in an effort to get rid
of the furious beast or to be quickly frozen
to death. With by benumbed ringers, after
much exertion, I lopid off a stout branch

(CONTINUED ON i'AGE FOURTEEN.)

OUTLOOK IN THE FAR EAST

IU'SSIA AMI JAPAN. AM) TIIHIR COX

i'mctim; iti:hi:sts.

lion. C'linrle Denliy Jlnkr n. Timely,
Vnlunlile Contribution to the Uli

cumbIoii ov lrevnlllnis

Events In the far East have been per-

sistent in contradicting the prognostica-
tions of all writers. Exactly the thlruf
which was not expected has happened.
Every Englishman always proclaimed that
Russia had her eye on Korea, and to pre-

vent her seizing it an alliance between
England and Japan was fervently urged.
To be on time when the seizure should
come off, England, in 1S.s5. took possession
of a Korean island, Fort Hamilton, but in
1SS7 she gave it up on the assurance of
Russia that she would not occupy any por-

tion of Korea. Even after this assurance
the English writers clung to their idea that
Russia would appropriate Korea.

When the war between Jnpan and China
came, in lvT'i, all the world said that Japan
would conquer and hold China, but at th
end of the contest Japan found herself
possessed of the Island of Formosa only.
Russia, Prance and Germany had ordered
her to give up the Liao-Tun- g peninsula,
which was ceded to her by the Shlmonosekl
treaty, and she had meekly obeyed. In a
few months Russia took for herself the im-

portant part of the peninsula, including th
great fortress. Port Arthur. Here was a
denouement unprophesied and undreamt of.
The German Emperor, with rash and in-

judicious wrong-doin- g, had seized lviao-Cho- u.

DM any man dream that this mad-

ness would be perpetrated? No one in tha
world ever imagined the display of such in-

tolerable folly. But it was made the ex-

cuse of other robberies of China by Rus-
sia, England and France. Did anybody ever
dream that England would follow the ex-

ample of Russia and Germany? No one did.
She was supposed to be the quasi-protect- oi

of China. She had 8) per cent, of her trade
and two-thir- ds of the foreigners were Eng-

lishmen. A wise policy dictated that sh
should oppose instead cf Imitating spolia-
tion, but the ever-prese- nt dread of Russia
swept her ministers from their moorings.
Now Russia turns her back on Korea. She
has changed her base. Manchuria, richer
and greater than Korea, lying contiguous
to her own territory, furnishing a shorter
line for her great railroad through its
boundaries to the open sea, has become thf
object of her coveting. It may safely b
said that no nation will oppose her, unless
it be Japan. The world is governed by In-

ternational courtesy.
RUSSIA'S ATTITUDE.

Russ-i- stands square on her absolut
rights. She claims that she had the right
to take from China any territory that
China chose to grant her, and that no
nation can Justly interefere with her. It Is
difficult to see wherein this principle is in-

correct. . Tho world stood by while wa
stripped Spain of her colonies. She stands
by to-d- ay while the agglutitlon of tha
South African Republic is going on. When

ever, the ink was scarcely dry ol tha no-
tice to Japan that s7ie:""shoüid not- - hold
Liaotung. This inconsistency mattet
tie to Russia, She won her concession by
persuasion and not by arms. On this loop-
hole she relies, or would rely If she de--

I, sired any other excuse for her action
which she does rot except her simpla
will. It is hard to predict what Japan may
do, although the sentiment of her peopl
and rulers are not at all doubtful, or con-

cealed. She has an army of 200,000 men
ready down to last button on the gaiter for
war. The ease and rapidity with which her
troops were mobilized for the war with
China was a revelation to tho Western
powers. The rapidity with which she sent
25,0 men to China last year called for un-

bounded admiration. Until the Siberian
road is completed neither Rusla nor any
other European country could meet her
armies successfully In combat. She has a
fine navy, but it is at this time inferior to
that of Russia.

Japan regards the United States as her
foster mother. Her people celebrate tha
Fourth of July Just as we do. We struck
the initial blow which made her great. She
has learned our politics, and, particularly,
she has protitted by the Monroe doctrine.
As we proclaim as a principle on a par
with those set out in the Declaration of In-

dependence and the Constitulon, the' doc-

trine that the controlling of destiny of tha
South American republics by a European
power would be "a manifestation of an un-

friendly disposition" toward us, so Japan
regards such interference in Asia as un-

friendly to her. In Japan the most popular
cry is "Asia for the Asiatics." To accom-
plish the exclusion of foreigners from Asia,
Japan must cither seize the Chinese em-

pire, and hold it for herself, or build up a
strong government in China which will b
able to protect her own country from spoli-
ation. The opportunity for securing con-

trol of the country passed with the end of
the war of lSOi-l- C Japan forbore to taka
Pekii.g, because she did not want to destroy
the Chinese government. There now re-

mains fcr her only the poslbillty of
strengthening th it government so as to en-

able it to sue ssfully resist partition.,
EVILS OF PARTITION.

It is amazing that this question of par-
tition is not settled, once and forever, by
the high arbitrage of the great powers
which hold In their hands the power o
determine the future of nations. In what
book of International law is It read that
the strong powers may despoil the weaker
at their pleasure? Law, religion. Justice cry
aloud against the oppression of the weak,
but the practice go s on through the ages,
always with the final result, be it happily
xiid, of confounding the wrongdoer. After
the Napoleonic wars France shrank bark
to smaller proportions than she iossessed
before tho revolution. After centuries of
tyranny over the weak. Spain stands to-

day with very few of her myriad colonlea
left her. So will it be in Asia. Ger-min- y

is now realizing that she has paid too
dearly for Kiao-Cho- u. She cannot overcome
the Inert mass of Chinese antagonism. She
hai; bred dangerous riots. Commercial re-

sults are small. She haa soiled her con--cien- ce.

Partition of China means eternal
hate of thf people and ultimate wars be-

tween the European powers. Left to her-
self. China will Income a useful member
of the society of nations. She has accom-
plished wonders in the past, and progress
has marked Kr history from PCO to 1SJ4.

The electric telegraph was in every prov-
ince, the ef all nations followed tha
coastwise trade and the Interior rivers,
railroads wer building. In general, peace
and quietness prevailed. She was work-
ing out hr own salvation, a Japan has
dene, when Germany entirely changed tha
situation by makinjc her insane raid on
Kiao-Cho- u. China should now, with tha
pronounced approval of all nations, take up
agr.ln.th work of progres, assured that
there will be no more partition. Should it


